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KEWEENAW BAY OJIBWA COMMUNITY COLLEGE HOLDS 
2017 COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 

KBOCCôs Class of 2017, left to right ð Brittanee Gauthier, OôEdith Harris, Jolene DeCota, Michelle Moul-
den, Cynthia Thierry, Amanda Nordstrom, Keri Williams, Rachel Voakes, Heather Ochoa, and Melissa 
Treadeau. 

     The Keweenaw Bay Ojibwa Community College 
held their 2017 Commencement Ceremony on Sat-
urday, May 6, 2017, at the Niiwin Akeaa Facility in 
Baraga, Michigan.  This yearôs graduating class 
was KBOCCôs largest with ten students earning 
their associate degrees ð Associate of Applied 
Science/Business Administration: Michelle Moul-
den (Magna Cum Laude), Amanda Nordstrom 
(Magna Cum Laude), and Cynthia Thierry; Associ-
ate of Applied Science/Early Childhood Education: 
Jolene DeCota, Brittanee Gauthier, Heather 
Ochoa, Rachel Voakes (Cum Laude), and Keri Wil-
liams (Magna Cum Laude); Associate of Arts/
Liberal Studies: OôEdith Harris (Magna Cum 
Laude) and Melissa Treadeau (Magna Cum 
Laude).  Sixteen students received a certificate in 
Criminal Justice ð Jessie Ames (Magna Cum 
Laude), Jade Chaudier, Isaac Ekdahl, Billie Krask 
(Magna Cum Laude), Theodore Krask (Magna 
Cum Laude), Christopher Johnson (Cum Laude), 
Trystan Lahti, John Lee (Magna Cum Laude), Jay 
Loman, Terrance Mackey, Kristine Miller (Magna 
Cum Laude), Joshua Mukka, Shawn Smith, William 
St. George (Magna Cum Laude), Kyle Stein 
(Magna Cum Laude), and Drake Sullivan. 

Reservation, asked the Tribal Council in 1998, if 
they would like to reopen the college, and they 
agreed.   
     KBOCC began offering classes which were lo-
cated in the Ojibwa Senior Citizensô Center.  Bob 
Zasadnyj taught the first computer classes at the 
LôAnse Library.  Later KBOCC purchased the for-
mer post office and had offices in the former Darcy 
residence.  They opened a fitness center and later 
converted it into the Indoor Play Center.  Later the 
fitness center moved to the Baraga Campus.   
     In 1999, KBOCC became a member of AIHEC.  
The first campus was built in Baraga at the Niiwin 
Akeaa Center in 2004, adding a Woodshop in the 
Tribeôs Industrial Park in 2008.  In October of 2009, 
KBOCC received candidacy status from the HLC 
and became fully accredited in 2013.  They re-
ceived funding from DOE-Title III and the USDA 
and purchased the former Baraga County Memorial 
Hospital.  In 2014, KBOCC received a Land Grant 
Status-USDA NIFA and approval from the Bureau 
of Indian EducationðTCCCU Act.  They opened 
what is now their main campus in LôAnse, the Wa-
banung Campus and also reopened a child care 
center.   
     Under the direction of Dr. Andrew Kozich, in 
2014, students took first place in the Science Bowl 
at the AIHEC Student Conference, and the archery 
students took third place.   
     In 2016, three new certificate programs were 
approved by the Higher Learning Commission for 
Business, Office Systems, and Environmental Sci-
ence, and the college was recently approved for 
Criminal Justice Corrections Certificate.  New plans 
are to establish an automotive technology program 
with Northern Michigan University.  KBOCC plans 
on offering two new associate degree programs:  
Fine Arts and Tribal Management.   They are very 
proud of their Anishinaabe Studies Program and 
the Ojibwa courses in Language, culture, history, 
and the arts.  The college also has research pro-
grams in Diabetes Education, Traditional Foods/
Cookbook, Climate Change, and Behavioral 
Health. 
     KBOCC had recent visits from Senator Debbie 
Stabenow, Senator Carl Levin, and Representative 
Jack Bergman.  President Parrish also had the op-
portunity to see President Obama in 2011, while he 
was visiting the Upper Peninsula.   
     Future plans include: purchasing the Pelkie 
School to house their USDA Program, two facilities 

     KBOCCôs President Debra Parrish, (shown 
above) gave a detailed history of KBOCCôs History.  
KBOCC was chartered in 1975 by the KBIC Tribal 
Council.  They honored their first dual graduate 
with Michigan Technological University in 1979.  
Unfortunately, due to lack of funding, the college 
closed in 1980.  Ms. Parrish, after working for 
Suomi College and offering classes on the LôAnse 

for the Industrial Education Program, and 
an Early Learning Center, and student 
apartments.   
     KBOCC has increased the number of 
employees from a handful in 1998 to over 
60 in 2017.  In 2003, KBOCC had three 
graduates and in 2017 are celebrating with 
26 (10 associate degrees and 16 certifi-
cates in Criminal Justice). 
     Robin Chosa, Chairman of KBOCCôs 
Board of Regents, served as Master of 
Ceremonies; Woodland Drum provided 
music for the processional and the Honor 
Song/Recessional; Wiikwedong Ogichidaa 
(KBIC Honor Guard) posted and retired 
the colors; James St. Arnold, Treasurer 
KBOCC Board of Regents gave the Invo-
cation and a Closing Prayer; KBOCC 
President Debra Parrish gave the Wel-
come; President Warren ñChrisò Swartz, 
Jr. gave the Council Address; Karen Col-
bert provided an exceptional musical se-
lection; Melissa Treadau, Valedictorian, 
addressed the graduating class; Lynn Aho, 
Dean of Students presented the Class of 
2017; and this yearôs Commencement Ad-
dress Speaker was Ron His Horse Is 
Thunder.   
     Mr. His Horse Is Thunder is a member 
of the Hunkpapa-Lakota Oyate from the 
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe.  Presently, he 
serves as the Director for the Tribeôs De-
partment of Transportation and in a part-
nership with his wife, Deborah, as consult-
ants for many Tribal Colleges and Indian 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 
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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT  

     Is your charitable organization planning 
on holding a raffle or selling raffle tickets 

on the LôAnse Indian Reservation?  

     Federal law, through the Indian Gaming 
Regulatory Act, granted Tribes exclusive right 
to regulate gaming activity on Indian lands.  
Even if you or the members of your organiza-
tion are not tribal members, the Keweenaw 
Bay Indian Community Gaming Commission 
has the authority to regulate your raffle.  It is 
unlawful to game without a license.  
     Please contact the KBIC Gaming Commis-
sion Office at (906) 353-4222 or stop by the 
office located at the Tribal Center for an appli-
cation and a copy of the rules and regulations.  
     Application deadline for 
submission of ALL Class I 
Drawings is 30 days and 
Class II Raffles is 60 days 
prior to your event.  Li-
cense Fee will be waived 
when the application is re-
ceived within this timeline. 

16429 Bear Town, Rd.  
Baraga, MI  49908 

(906) 353-4222  

organizations.   
     He began his professional career in 1988 
after graduating from the South Dakota School 
of Law with a Juris Doctorate Degree.  He 
served in various capacities for Sitting Bull Col-
lege (formerly Standing Rock College) until he 
was named College President in 1991.  In 1993, 
he took two years off to head the American In-
dian College Fund, based out of New York, 
where he served as its President until 1995.  
Shortly thereafter he accepted the position of 
President of Little Hoop College in Fort Totten, 
ND, later returning to the Presidency of Sitting 
Bull College in 1996.  He served in this capacity 
until his election as Tribal Chairman in 2005, 
serving until 2009.   
     His Horse Is Thunder served on a number of 
professional commissions and boards serving 
Indian Country.  He was appointed by President 
George W. Bush as Chairman of the White 
House Initiative on Tribal Colleges and Universi-
ties (WHITCU).  He also served as a Commis-
sioner for the Higher Learning Commission for 
the North Central Association for Schools and 
Colleges, as a Board Member for the Native 
American Rights Fund, Board Member of the 
American Indian Higher Education Consortium 
and American Indian College Fund, Area Vice 
President for the National Congress of American 
Indians, and Chairman for the Great Plains 
Tribal Chairmanôs Association.   
     In addition to his professional endeavors, His 
Horse Is Thunder has advocated for and partici-
pated in grass-roots activities which protect and 
revitalize Tribal history and culture.  In 1988, and 
since, he has participated in a 300-mile, two-
week long horseback journey (December 15-29) 
to honor his ancestors who died at Wounded 
Knee in 1890.  More recently, he and his wife, 
Deborah, have become engaged as ñwater-
protectorsò in the protests against the Dakota 
Access Pipeline on the northern edge of the 
Standing Rock Sioux Indian Reservation.   

~ Submitted by Newsletter Editor. 

KBOCC Commencement continues: 

Ron His Horse Is Thunder (pictured above) was 
chosen to give the Commencement Address 
not only because of his contributions to Indian 
Country but to thank him for his key role in rec-
ommending KBOCC for membership in AIHEC 
in 1999. 

To place an ad, submit an article, or 
relate information, ideas, or  possible 
articles contact:  Lauri Denomie at 
( 9 0 6 )  2 0 1 - 0 2 6 3 ,  o r  e - m a i l :              

newsletter@kbic-nsn.gov. 

To be added to the mailing list 
or to correct your mailing ad-
dress, contact the enrollment 
office at (906) 353-6623 ext. 4113.   

KBIC Participates in Baraga Countyôs Annual Spring Fling 

     Baraga Countyôs Annual  Spring Fling was 
held Saturday, April 29, 2017, at the KBIC 
Niiwin Akeaa Center in Baraga, Michigan.  
The event was well attended and families 
received free books, tote bags, balloons, and 
a number of give-away items from over 20 
booths.  Children had the opportunity to play 
in the Bouncy House, attend a Teddy Bear 
Clinic, get their faces painted, and participate 
in a number of other activities.  The Copper 
Country Great Start Collaborative along with 
BHK Child Development, Keweenaw Bay In-
dian Community, Baraga Memorial Hospital, 
Keweenaw Bay Ojibwa Community College, 
and the Baraga and L'Anse Area Schools 
organized the event.   
     Pictures compliments of Jamie Jones, 
Youth Facility Attendant. 

~ Submitted by Newsletter Editor. 

Above, Madyson Evans, Delena Loonsfoot, Noah 
Evans, and Emily Evans registering at the Teddy 
Bear Clinic offered by Baraga County Memorial 
Hospital. 

Corporal Everett Ekdahlôs (KBIC Tribal Police) 
station utilizes Fatal Vision glasses which al-
lows individuals to see what it is like to experi-
ence being intoxicated and run through a field 
sobriety test.  Each set of glasses has a differ-
ent level of intoxication.  This opportunity is of-
fered as an awareness about how alcohol af-
fects a personôs functions.    

Whatôs a Spring Fling without cotton candy?  JJ 
Ekdahl, Johanna Tammelin, and Breyelle Bow-
ers, visited the concession station sponsored 
by KBIC Youth. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

FIRST WEST NILE  
VIRUS ACTIVITY OF 
2017 DETECTED IN 
M I C H I G A N  ð      
RESIDENTS URGED 
T O  P R O T E C T 
AGAINST MOSQUITO 
BITES 

     LANSING, MICHIGAN ð The first West 
Nile virus activity in 2017, has been con-
firmed in three birds across the state.  West 
Nile virus has been identified in one turkey 
found in Barry County, and two crows ð 
one from Kalamazoo County and one from 
Saginaw County.  Residents are reminded 
that the best way to protect against West 
Nile and other mosquito-borne illness is to 
prevent mosquito bites.   
     People who work in outdoor occupations 
or like to spend time outdoors are at in-
creased risk for West Nile virus infection 
from mosquito bites.  Adults 50 years old 
and older have the highest risk of severe 
illness caused by West Nile virus. 
     Symptoms of West Nile virus include a 
high fever, confusion, muscles weakness, 
and a severe headache.  More serious 

complications include neurological illness, 
such as meningitis and encephalitis.  Last 
year, there were 43 serious illnesses and 
three deaths related to West Nile virus in 
Michigan.  Nationally, there were 2,038 hu-
man cases of the virus and 94 deaths re-
ported to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention.   
     ñEveryone older than six months of age 
should use repellent outdoors,ò said Dr. 
Eden Wells, Chief Medical Executive of 
MDHHS.  ñIt only takes one bite from an 
infected mosquito to cause a severe illness, 
so take extra care during peak mosquito-
biting hours which are dusk and dawn for 
the mosquitoes that transmit West Nile vi-
rus.ò 
     Repellents containing DEET, picaridin, 
IR3535, and some oil of lemon eucalyptus 
and para-menthane-diol products provide 
longer-lasting protect.  For both safety and 
effectiveness, repellents should be used 
according to the label instructions. 
     The mosquitoes that transmit West Nile 
virus may breed near peopleôs homes in 
storm drains, shallow ditches, retention 
ponds, and unused pools.  They will readily 
come indoors to bite if window and door 
screens are not maintained.  As summer 
temperatures rise, mosquitoes and the vi-

Continues on page nine. (2) Niizh  
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     The Regular Saturday Tribal Council Meeting was held on May 
6, 2017, at the Ojibwa Casino Resort Conference Room in Baraga, 
Michigan.  President Warren Swartz, Jr., presided over the meeting 
with Jennifer Misegan, Susan J. LaFernier, Toni Minton, Doreen 
Blaker, Fred Dakota, Randall Haataja, Michael F. LaFernier, Sr., 
Gary F. Loonsfoot, Jr., Rodney Loonsfoot, and Elizabeth D. Mayo 
present.  Robert R.D. Curtis, Jr. was absent.     
    Vice President Misegan shared numerous Thank You and For 
Your Information items addressed to Council.   

     President Warren ñChrisò Swartz Jr. gave the Presidentôs Report 
(page five), Vice President Jennifer Misegan gave an oral Vice 
Presidentôs Report, Susan J. LaFernier gave the Secretaryôs Report 
(page eight), and Larry Denomie III gave the CEOôs Report (page 
five).  Council approved the March 2017 Department Head Reports 
and Meeting Minutes for April 7, 2017, April 13, 2017, April 17, 
2017, April 18, 2017, April 20, 2017, and April 27, 2017.  
     Under old business:  Larry Denomie III, CEO, brought to Council 
a Letter of Intent to enter into an Agreement with the Village of 
Baraga for Power Supply Facilities related to the Baraga Casino 
Project.  This is an upgrade requirement for the facilities needs, 
now and into the future, for reliable power on the site.  The term of 
the letter is for a five-year period and automatically renews for 12-
month terms.  This is an act that will be required prior to May 12, 
2017, or we will likely experience some increase in the costs.  We 
are agreeing to reimburse the Village for all engineering, equip-
ment, acquisition, and other expenditures that are actually incurred 
in design work and all other associated work.  We have to submit 
with the letter, the initial payment of $82,235.00 which is the esti-
mated cost of these expenses.  The Village will be required to pro-
vide KBIC with documentation supporting the actual costs that are 
incurred.  If for some reason we cancel the agreement prior to May 
31, 2017, the $82,235.00 is non-refundable.  The Village estimates 
the cost of design, engineering, and project management to be ap-
proximately $15,000.00.  The total cost of this agreement is 
$113,885.00 and will provide a capacity of 750 kVA for the site.  
The cost of this agreement and the Marquette agreement are in-
cluded in the budget for both of the projects.  Motion by Susan J. 
LaFernier to approve the Letter of Intent to enter into an Agree-
ment for Power Supply Facilities between the Keweenaw Bay 
Indian Community and the Village of Baraga related to the 
Baraga Casino Project, supported by Gary Loonsfoot, Jr.  Ten 
supported (Misegan, S. LaFernier, Minton, Blaker, Dakota, 
Haataja, M. LaFernier, G. Loonsfoot, R. Loonsfoot, Mayo), 0 op-
posed, 0 abstained, one absent (Curtis), motion carried. 

     Larry Denomie III, CEO continued with a Letter of Intent to enter 
into a Special Customer Electric Service Agreement with Alger 
Delta Cooperative Electric Association, Inc. for Power Supply and 
Facilities related to the Marquette Casino Project.  Alger Delta is 
actually improving the power supply and creating more reliable 
power from Deerton to Chocolay. Because we are doing a major 
construction project, they are considering it as construction in aide 
in the amount of $675,000.00, as member contributions for a feeder 
capacity which is the power that comes from out of the area into the 
area to feed our actual project. The materials and engineering is 
$239,144.00 and is the amount we need to pay with the Letter of 
Intent.  The total for this Letter of Intent is $971,544.00, which in-
cludes the $675,000.00 for the feeder supply.  This is a five-year 
agreement with automatic 12-month terms unless we terminate by 
the language listed in the policy.  If for some reason we cancel the 
agreement, the $239,144.00 is non-refundable.  Motion by Rodney 
Loonsfoot to approve the Letter of Intent to enter into a Special 
Customer Electric Service Agreement for Power Supply and 
Facilities between the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community and 
the Alger Delta Cooperative Electric Association, Inc. related to 
the Marquette Casino Project, supported by Gary Loonsfoot, 
Jr.  Ten supported (Misegan, S. LaFernier, Minton, Blaker, Da-
kota, Haataja, M. LaFernier, G. Loonsfoot, R. Loonsfoot, Mayo), 
0 opposed, 0 abstained, one absent (Curtis), motion carried. 

     The next item the CEO presented to Council was related to the 
11.0 Sick Leave/12.0 Request for Leave/12.2 Leave Sharing.  Mo-
tion by Elizabeth Mayo to approve the 11.0 Sick Leave/12.0 Re-
quest for Leave/12.2 Leave Sharing, supported by Jennifer 
Misegan.  Notable discussion occurred indicating the policy would 

allow donation of sick leave hours to another employee only for 
hours in excess of 720 hours.  Motion by Rodney Loonsfoot to 
table the Sick Leave Policies until the Thursday meeting, sup-
ported by Gary Loonsfoot, Jr.  Five supported (S. LaFernier, 
Minton, Haataja, G. Loonsfoot, R. Loonsfoot), five opposed 
(Misegan, Blaker, Dakota, M. LaFernier, Mayo), 0 abstained, 
one absent (Curtis), Tie Vote.  President Warren ñChrisò 
Swartz, Jr. broke the tie as being in favor of the motion to ta-
ble, motion carried. 
     Under new business:  Danielle Webb, Tribal Attorney, brought 
forward the Thomson Reuters for the Westlaw Research Account 
Modification Addendum adding Kevin Carlisle, Assistant Prosecut-
ing Attorney, to the Tribal Attorney Account.  Motion by Jennifer 
Misegan to approve the modification addendum to the Thom-
son Reuters for the Westlaw Research Account to add Kevin 

Carlisle on the account, supported by Toni Minton.  Ten sup-
ported (Misegan, S. LaFernier, Minton, Blaker, Dakota, Haataja, 
M. LaFernier, G. Loonsfoot, R. Loonsfoot, Mayo), 0 opposed, 0 
abstained, one absent (Curtis), motion carried. 

     Marty Curtis, NewDay Counselor/Manager, presented three car-
pet and tile bids for the NewDay Substance Abuse Service Facility.  
Motion by Jennifer Misegan to approve the bid from the LôAnse 
Furniture Mart in the amount of $12,629.00 for the carpet floor 
replacement at the NewDay Treatment Facility, even though itôs 
not required to come before Council, supported by Toni 
Minton.  Ten supported (Misegan, S. LaFernier, Minton, Blaker, 
Dakota, Haataja, M. LaFernier, G. Loonsfoot, R. Loonsfoot, 
Mayo), 0 opposed, 0 abstained, one absent (Curtis), motion 
carried. 

     President Warren ñChrisò Swartz, Jr. brought forward an annual 
request from the Baraga County Community Foundation for their 
Annual Denise Marth Memorial Fun Run.  The letter request is from 
Gordette Cote, Executive Director of the Baraga County Community 
Foundation.  She is requesting use of tribal roads on Saturday, 
June 24, 2017, from 8:45 a.m. to 12:00 noon and requesting the 
Tribal Councilôs annual pledge of $2,500.00.  Discussion occurred 
on the scholarship factors as the pledge was intended to be used 
for a scholarship for an individual in the health field.  Consensus of 
the Council was for President Warren ñChrisò Swartz, Jr. to contact 
Gordette Cote with a number of questions to be answered, which 
are to be listed by Council Member Elizabeth Mayo in regards to the 
annual $2,500.00 pledge.  Motion by Elizabeth Mayo to approve 
the use of the roads requested for the Denise Marth Memorial 
Fun Run, supported by Doreen Blaker.  Ten supported 
(Misegan, S. LaFernier, Minton, Blaker, Dakota, Haataja, M. 
LaFernier, G. Loonsfoot, R. Loonsfoot, Mayo), 0 opposed, 0 ab-
stained, one absent (Curtis), motion carried. 
     Treasurer Doreen Blaker presented the May 2017 donations re-
quests.  Motion by Rodney Loonsfoot to approve May 2017 do-
nations as:  $1,000.00 for travel expenses of Serene Smith, if 
she does go to the Yakima Convention Center to accept/
receive a scholarship and attend the 41st Annual National Tim-
ber Symposium; a gift basket to the Intertribal Timber Council; 
$150.00 for the BEST (Baraga Educational Support Team) Fam-
ily Fun Walk-Run on May 18, 2017; five TVôs at $100.00 a piece 
for the Marquette County Medical Care Facility; $500.00 for the 
Nara Animal Shelter; and $500.00 per Tribal Member attending 
the Baraga High School Physic Class trip to Chicago, and 
$250.00 for direct degree descendant; supported by Jennifer 
Misegan.  Ten supported (Misegan, S. LaFernier, Minton, 
Blaker, Dakota, Haataja, M. LaFernier, G. Loonsfoot, R. Loons-
foot, Mayo), 0 opposed, 0 abstained, one absent (Curtis), mo-
tion carried. 
     Council adjourned with no further items on the agenda. 

~ Submitted by Lauri Denomie, Newsletter Editor 

May 6, 2017 TRIBAL COUNCIL MEETING 
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